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abilities in 1828-29. So whig educationists no longer dared
to suggest that a general system of elementary education
should be based on Church of England schoolmasters and
parishes. Instead, they adopted the principle of concurrent
' endowment' of denominational schools established by the
two existing voluntary societies or by any other that might
yet be established. The 1832 estimates included a treasury
donation of £20,000 towards the cost of building new schools,
provided that at least half of the capital was raised locally.
A treasury ' endowment' soon proved quite inadequate. It
was no guarantee that a school would be well-planned, well-
built, or suitably equipped. And it almost presupposed the
inadequacy of local enthusiasm to keep it afloat. So whigs
and radicals joined forces in a central society to advocate
the establishment of a ministry of public instruction, such
as liberal France was just copying from Prussia. The way
being thus prepared, the whig government took the next
gentle step in state intervention in 1839: the administration
of treasury endowments was entrusted to a new government
department with Dr. Kay, the pioneer of workhouse schools,
as permanent secretary, and made dependent on visitation by
H,M. inspectors. State inspection struck the churchman as
an insult to the devoted many, rather than a check on the
inefficient and half-hearted few, and F. D, Maurice elevated
ecclesiastical resentment into a question of eternal salvation.
Under the concordat of 1840 the whigs gave way so far as to
agree that no inspectors were to be appointed unless they
were acceptable to the denominations; they might give any
information asked for, but they were not to volunteer advice or
otherwise undermine the authority of the voluntary managers;
and the inspection was to cover the general character of the
school instead of being confined to secular subjects—for any
such restriction in scope would have implied that religion
was a mere subject, on a footing of equality with others,
instead of the ^supreme end towards which all the others were
but means.
Now that this mild check had been devised against the

